
GALAFUTURE FORWARD
CELEBRATING THE FUTURE OF FRANKLIN CUMMINGS TECH

Supporting the Student Scholarship  
Fund at Franklin Cummings Tech! 

Our Mission
We deliver transformative technical  
and trade education that leads to 
economic advancement.

Our Vision
To achieve economic and social impact 
through dynamic and entrepreneurial 
curricula that develops diverse tech 
talent for our region and to help graduates 
thrive by building generational wealth.

Our Values
Supporting our diverse community. 
Fostering a supportive learning environment.

Thursday, October 19, 2023
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VIDEO WELCOME MESSAGE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2ui0-d-Ens
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2ui0-d-Ens
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Barry Canton
Founder, Ginkgo Bioworks

Anne Bailey Berman 
Trustee Emeritus

Thank you to our chairs 
for their deep commitment to supporting 

the Student Scholarship Fund 
at Franklin Cummings Tech!  

Paul Gudonis
CEO, Myomo

GALA CHAIRS



GALAFUTURE FORWARD
CELEBRATING THE FUTURE OF FRANKLIN CUMMINGS TECH

FUTURE FORWARD GALA PROGRAM 

Welcome
Latoyia Edwards, NBC10 Boston and NECN
Gala Chairs Barry Canton and Paul Gudonis

Our Vision for the Future
Turahn Dorsey, Chair, Board of Trustees

Our Future Forward
Aisha Francis, PhD, President and CEO

My Bright Future
Joseph Salami, Computer Information Technology ’23AS

Fund Our Future
Aisha Francis, PhD and Latoyia Edwards

Franklin Cummings Equity Catalyst Award
Presented to New Commonwealth Racial Equity  

and Social Justice Fund
Accepted by Fred Lowery, co-founder

Dessert and Dancing
FCT Lobby until 10:00 pm

Produced by Liz Page Associates
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Dominic Blue

Mo Cowan

Pamela Everhart

Linda Dorcena Forry

Paul Francisco

Damon Hart

Malia Lazu

Fred Lowery

Stephanie Lovell

Quincy Miller

Myechia Minter-Jordan

Valerie Mosley

Rodney C. Pratt

Desiree Ralls-Morrison

Rebekah Splaine 
Salwasser

Greg Shell

Corey E. Thomas

BJ Trach

Damian W. Wilmot

The New Commonwealth Fund is a coalition of 
Black and Brown executives in Massachusetts who have 

come together to leverage their individual and collective 
power to address and eliminate systemic racism and racial 

inequity in our Commonwealth. 

We celebrate these visionary leaders whose generosity 
makes our mission more accessible to our scholars. 

FRANKLIN CUMMINGS 
EQUITY CATALYST AWARD  

Honoring the 19 Founders of the New Commonwealth 
Racial Equity and Social Justice Fund
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THANK YOU DONORS 

PRESENTING SPONSORS 
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THANK YOU DONORS 

NEW PATH SPONSOR  
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THANK YOU DONORS 

ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY SPONSORS 
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THANK YOU DONORS 

EMPOWERING SPONSORS 

RICHMOND

Anne Bailey Berman

Christopher Morss
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THANK YOU DONORS 

SUSTAINING SPONSORS 

Mindy Lubber and Norman Stein

Richard Marks and Jennifer Morrison
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THANK YOU DONORS 

VISIONARY SPONSORS 

TRAILBLAZER SPONSORS 

Mr. Mark Bamforth

Paul Macrina Electrical

RISE Women’s Leadership Conference

Thermo Fisher Scientific

Dr. Mary Churchill and Mr. Ernesto Valencia

Carolyn Coverdale

Eos Foundation

Mr. Steven Grossman and Mrs. Barbara Grossman

Mr. Kevin Hepner

Mr. Prebel Jacques

Mrs. Jean Krasnow and Mr. Jordan Krasnow

Studio G Architects

Ms. Claire Wadlington and Mr. Theodore Post
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Turahn Dorsey, Chair
Marisa Meldonian, MPH, Co-Vice Chair

Rahkeem Morris, Co-Vice Chair
Claire Wadlington, Treasurer

Maureen Pompeo, Clerk
Aisha Francis, PhD, Trustee (ex-officio) 

Roger Berman
Rodger Brown

Mary Churchill, PhD
Chenita Daughtry
John F. Donohue

Caroline Fay

David Fischer
Chris Jones, PhD
Rachel Kaprielian
Ekumene Lysonge
Paul Macrina ’82
Stetson Marshall

Trinh Nguyen*
Fernando Rodriguez-Villa

Andrew Tarsy
Mayor Michelle Wu**

Rahul Yarala
Anna Yu

* Mayor’s Representative to the Board ** Trustee (ex-officio)
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FUTURE FORWARD CAMPAIGN: 
CAMPUS TRANSFORMATION 

Building our new state-of-the-art campus in Nubian Square, 
Roxbury, will not only give us the space we need to realize 
Franklin Cummings Tech’s full potential, but it will also transform 
the college into an anchor institution for the community we serve.
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To learn more or join one of our upcoming walking tours, please contact:

  Courtney Roy-Branigan
  Chief Campaign Officer
  crbranigan@franklincummings.edu
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56802o_5fAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56802o_5fAk
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We are honored to be a sponsor of the

Future Forward Gala 
in support of Franklin Cummings Tech

Arbella is committed to supporting charitable organizations 

that work so hard to positively impact the lives of those 

around them. We are proud to be local and to help our 

neighbors, individuals and families in our communities.

H E R E . F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S .  H E R E .  F O R  G O O D .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQL5V82FP-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQL5V82FP-8
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The buildings of the future will require 
the workforce of the future. BGI and our 
partners at the 10 World Trade project are 
honored to participate in this year’s Future 
Forward Gala and we congratulate all of 
this year’s honorees for their achievements 
toward a more equitable and just 
community.

- John Hynes 
Boston Global Investors
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Your family electrician.

(508) 359-7954
www.PaulMacrina.com Scan me
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Franklin Cummings Tech is grateful to Artists For Humanity 
for their partnership in creating tonight’s Equity Catalyst Award, 

presented to the New Commonwealth Fund.

Artists for Humanity (AFH) provides teens the keys to self-
sufficiency through paid employment in art and design. AFH 
is built on the philosophy that engagement in the creative 

process is a powerful force for social change, and that creative 
entrepreneurship is a productive and life-changing opportunity 

for young people. Bridging economic, racial, and social 
divisions, AFH enriches urban communities by introducing 

young people’s creativity to the business community.



When you graduate from Franklin Cummings Tech, 
you become part of a powerful network of doers. 
Our grads are helping to:

• shift the region toward clean energy sources
• build new green buildings
• improve people's vision and healthcare
• increase automobile performance
• protect computerized systems
• and much more!

Want to stay connected with the college and your 
fellow grads?

• Join us at our free Alumni Reunion,, Nov. 8 
5:30-8:30 p.m., 41 Berkely St., Boston

• Earn $100 by referring friends or family 
members who enroll at the college

• Share your career story on our website
• Sign up for the Alumni Newsletter

Learn about these opportunities/RSVP at 
franklincummings.edu/alumni-resourcesC
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jo5h37q4eyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jo5h37q4eyc
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FCT wishes to thank the following people and organizations for 
their dedication to creating a successful Future Forward Gala in 

support of the Student Scholarship Fund.

 Future Forward Gala Chairs
 

Anne Bailey Berman, Barry Canton, and Paul Gudonis

Student-Led Interactive Tech Presentations 
and Student Event Volunteers

Youssef Ait Lachen, Herminio Alvarez,  Carlos Aracena, Shawn Ayala, 
Fekadu Belay, Dayshon Brandao, Rafael Cancel, Heather Duffy, 

Juan Escobar, Shannon Evaul, Michael Felix, Angel Garcia, Fathima James, 
Melvin Lugo, Emma Michalowski, Bianka Pimentel, Nikhil Satyala, 

John Terasconi, Clotilde Varela, Keyana White, and Blair Wong 
        

Future Forward Campaign Staff & Consultants 

Courtney Roy-Branigan, Eliza Wilson, Joe Byrne, and Norman Stein

Communications, PR and Marketing Support 

Boston Drone Productions
Denterlein

(Terence Burke, Alex Boonstra, Marcela Dwork)
Marie Grendon
Market Vantage
Nieshoff Design
RedHead Media

 Tim Spruill Creative

A Special Note of Gratitude to Latoyia Edwards 
from NBC 10 Boston and NECN
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Event Supporters, Vendors, Staff & Volunteers
Franklin Cummings Tech is especially grateful to the following people without 

whom this evening would not have been possible. 
Thank you for helping to bring the Future Forward!

      Above and Beyond Catering
Artists For Humanity

Gary Chin
Janice Cooper
Jackie Cornog

DJ Backspin
Chinecherem Ezeihejafor

Bonnie Gold
Michael Goldstein

Jackie Grant 
Mia Hazlett

Kevin Hepner  
Kristen Hurley

Illuminaria
  Liz Page Associates

(Liz Page, Amanda Harless, Joanne Jaxtimer, Jessica Shai, Melanie Steeves)
Marvin Loiseau

Kaitlyn Mastrangelo
Myftar Myrtaj

New England Center for Arts & Technology 
Clinton Ngamne 
Natalie Patalano 

PEAK Event Services
Selvin Pearson

Zhaneta Pecollari
Sophia Ryan 

Joseph Salami
Shoreline Audio Visual

Munu Shrestha
Wongly Sine

Jazmyne Taylor
Tim Correira Photography



Help us bring the future forward! 
Support FCT

To learn more about how you can impact the future 
for FCT students, please contact:
Courtney Roy-Branigan
Chief Campaign Officer
crbranigan@franklincummings.edu


